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Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

Celebrating Lenten Season
In most Christian churches, Lent is a 
time of reflective prayer and provides an 
opportunity for penance.  As Christians, 
it encourages us to repent for our 
personal and corporate failures and sins 
and to focus on the need for God’s grace.  
It is a time of preparation to celebrate 
God’s marvelous redemption at Easter, 
and the resurrected life that we live and 
hope for as Christians.  Originally, Lent 
was the time of preparation for those 
who were to be baptized.  Thus it was a 
time of concentrated study and prayer 
before their baptism at the Easter Vigil, 
the celebration of the Resurrection of 
the Lord early on Easter Sunday.  In 
many Catholic Churches, that tradition 

(Lent, continued on page �)

We continue to grow as one spiritual 
family of Catherine Kasper and seek 
ways to articulate our uniqueness as 
three expressions within that family.  
In presentations to schools, parishes, 
diocesan groups, campus ministry 
settings and in conversations with 

individuals looking at the community, 
PHJC vocation directors have previously 
talked about the three options of living 
out the spirituality of Catherine.  The 
PHJC informational CD focused on our 
common spirituality; then on each group:  

(Family, continued on page �)
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is carried on today through the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).

Originating in the fourth century of the Church, the 
season of Lent spans 40 weekdays beginning on 
Ash Wednesday and ending during Holy Week with 
the Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Holy Saturday.  Easter Sunday completes the Lenten 
journey of repentance and reflection and crowns the 
Paschal celebration of Jesus’ life and God’s self-giving 
for our salvation.

Today, Lent is marked by a time of prayer and 
preparation to celebrate Easter.  Since Sundays celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus, the six Sundays that occur 
during Lent are not counted as part of the 40 days of 
Lent.  The number 40 is connected with many biblical 
events, but especially with the forty days Jesus spent in 
the wilderness preparing for his ministry by facing the 
temptations that could lead him to abandon his mission 
and calling.  Christians today use this period of time for 
introspection, self-examination and repentance.

In keeping with the reflective nature of Lent, 
Lindenwood will offer several programs during this 
holy season.  Each year an opportunity for private 
retreat and reflection is offered during our Triduum 
Retreat which begins Holy Thursday and continues 
through Easter morning.  A Men’s Lenten Retreat 
was scheduled for March 10–12, 2006, entitled “God 
Lives in Silence.”  This weekend invited participants 
to come to know God personally.  On March 17–19, 
2006, a Women’s Lenten Retreat followed the path of 
Christ as retreatants united their own journey with his, 
looking with fresh eyes on themselves, others and the 
situations in their lives.  A one-day Lenten Program, 
“Moving from Resentment to Forgiveness—What do I 
need to let go of this Lent?” was offered on Saturday, 
March 25.

In celebration of Lent and Lindenwood’s 20th 
Anniversary, on March 23, 2006 Dr. and Mrs. Herman 
(Vivian) Taylor performed organ music and vocal 
arrangements in the Ancilla Domini Chapel.  Dr. 
Taylor holds a bachelor of music degree from Chicago 
Musical College, Roosevelt University and both master 
and doctoral degrees from the University of Michigan 
where he studied organ with Dr. Marilyn Mason.  He 

also holds the AAGO certification from the American 
Guild of Organists.  In 1987, under the auspices of the 
United States Army Office of Chaplaincy, Dr. Taylor 
gave organ recitals in five cities in Germany.  Dr. 
Taylor’s performances this year include recitals at the 
Washington National Cathedral and the University 
of Michigan.  Vivian Taylor, a native of Jackson, 
Mississsippi, received a bachelor’s degree in music 
from Dillard University in New Orleans, and graduate 
studies at the University of New Orleans.  Since 
relocating in Charleston, Mrs. Taylor has remained 
active as soloist, and is a substitute teacher in the 
Charleston public schools.  The recital was jointly 
sponsored by Ancilla College, Lindenwood Retreat 
and Conference Center and the PHJC Liturgy Office.

As we journey through the Lenten Season, may we 
take time to reflect, pray and prepare ourselves for the 
celebration of Easter.

- Ruth VanVactor, Lindenwood Marketing/Program 
Coordinator

(Lent, continued from page �)
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This & That/Development

Through Word Gathering we 
attempt to keep the reader 
aware of the PHJC mission 
by providing factual and 
timely information, sharing 
experiences and happenings, 
creating awareness and 
participation, challenging others 
to take action on issues and 
communicating the image of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.
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Matching Donations
Each year corporate America 
donates millions of dollars to 
charity.  A large amount of this 
money is given through matching 
fund programs that corporations or 
their foundations use for charitable 
purposes.

Matching gifts may be in the 
form of a general match for any 
donations an organization receives 
or they may match a specific 
donation made by an employee.  In 
the first category, the organization 
itself initiates the contact with the 
company making the donation.  
In the employee gift match, the 
employee must seek the donation, 
thereby receiving additional funds 
for his/her favorite charity.

Ancilla College is reaping the 
rewards of the first type of 
matching grant.  The Eli Lilly 
Corporation will match any 
donation Ancilla College receives 
this year.  To date the college has 
received over $500,000 from Lilly 

to match a similar amount received 
from donors to the college.  What 
a wonderful way to build the 
college’s endowment!

There are over 1,300 companies 
that match donations made by 
their employees or retirees.  A 
number of PHJC donors use their 
employer’s matching program to 
increase the impact of their gift.  If 
the company for whom you work 
or did work has such a program 
your gift can increase two or even 
three times, depending on the 
company’s donation policy.  All 
that is necessary is to find out if 
your company has a matching 
gift program and how it can be 
accessed.  Contact the Human 
Resource Officer of the company 
to find out if such a program exists.  
Through your effort you can impact 
your special charity.

- Sister Mary Jo Shingler, PHJC, 
Development Director

This&That
Sister Yolanda Bautista Salinas, 
PHJC from Querétaro, Mexico, 
recently stayed with the Sisters at 
St. Elizabeth’s Convent in 
Chicago.  She attended English 
classes at the Berlitz Language 
School in downtown Chicago 
from January through March.  
Sister Yolanda is a member of the 
vocation/formation team in 
Mexico.  Even though the 
Midwest has experienced a mild 
winter this season, the cold was a 
real eye-opener for Sister Yolanda.  

She said she liked the cold 
weather but it is too cold in 
Chicago!  Here she experienced 
shoveling snow for the first time.  
Warm wishes to Sister Yolanda as 
she returns to Mexico.

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/
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Ten Years Ago and the Fourth Venture 
In Mexico, when a family member is hospitalized, 
the entire family comes along; and, as is the custom, 
stays by the bedside, even bringing food to the patient.  
However, the hospital rooms are for patients only, so 
poor families sleep on the sidewalks surrounding the 
hospital.

Ten years ago, as Sisters Marilyn Haselhorst and Edith 
Schneider were expanding their service to the poor in 
Sagrada Corazon parish (Sacred Heart), Sister Frances 
Jean began health care ministry in remote river areas.

When a sick child needed hospitalization, the 
three PHJCs hosted the family in their home at 
Annunciation Convent which is a distance from the 
hospital’s downtown location.

In 1992 Dr. Westerman, administrator of the 
Coatzacoalcos hospital, asked the Sisters if the PHJC 
congregation would consider sponsoring a shelter, an 
albergue.  After the usual prayer and discussions with 
all involved, the Sisters agreed and set about to find 
a place to rent.  During that time political changes 
removed Dr. Westerman from his position at the 
hospital.  The new administrator had other items on 
his agenda, so the Sisters stopped their search.

following spring 
of 1994, the 
state legislature 
approved its 
first social work 
in history and 
allotted funds 
for two hospital 
shelters, one in 
Coatzacoalcos.

Built on the 
hospital parking 

lot, a lovely basic structure of two large sleeping 
areas, three bathrooms and a kitchen/lounge area took 
shape.  No furnishings, no administrative costs were 
included in the allotted funds.  A cousin of Dr. Bringas 
mentioned that perhaps he should ask the Handmaids 
to assume the administration of the new shelter.  After 
making contacts and receiving permission, the PHJCs 
began this new apostolate in 1995.

This first venture was actually an attempt at 
ecumenism with the wonderful Adventist women who, 
for years, had brought coffee and sandwiches to those 
on the sidewalks.  It was the Adventists who asked that 
the new shelter be named Posada de Belen, Resting 
Place in Bethlehem.

In 2001, new state funds were allotted for the 
construction of a new hospital on the same site; to 
make room, the shelter had to be demolished.  From 
October through December numerous friends searched 
in vain for a place to rent for a new shelter.  Sister 
Frances Jean was desperate, her trust in God teetering.

Then a faithful friend of the Poor Handmaids, Don 
Jorge, offered another idea on Christmas Eve.  On 
December 26 he and Sister Frances Jean were to talk 
to a man who owed Don Jorge a favor.  On December 
25 Sister Frances Jean learned that Sister Lourdes had 
died.  Sister Lourdes was a friend of the poor in East 
Saint Louis where Sister Frances Jean ministered in a 
clinic before going to Mexico.  Sister Lourdes often 
sent food and baked goods to poor families there.  So 
on the morning of the twenty-sixth, Sister Fran lit a 

Sister Frances Jean welcomes 
guests to the �0th Anniversary 
Mass for the shelter

Sister Frances Jean (third from left) and the employees 
of the albergue

However, legend has it that one cold, rainy night the 
state representative, Dr. Raphael Bringas, came out of 
the luxurious steakhouse across from the hospital with 
a good number of his associates, all of whom were 
well fed and festive after a number of toasts.  Moved 
by the sight of the roofless poor lining the sidewalk, 
the doctor vowed, “We must do something.”  The 
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Mexico Missions/Special Interest

The Building of Little Houses
Now is a good time to remember and pay tribute to the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ foundress, Blessed 
Catherine Kasper.

One February �, the PHJC observed Catherine’s 
Feastday and on February �, the anniversary of her 
death.  On April �6 they will remember the day she 
was beatified in Rome in �9�8 and on May �6, her 
birthday.

Catherine’s compassion and love has rippled through 
the Poor Handmaids for over �3� years and has 
touched thousands of people. Maybe you are one 
of them.

When Catherine Kasper told Bishop Blum of Limburg, 
Germany she only had a dollar and a half, he was 
very doubtful about the success of her plan to build a 
little house of service to the poor.  He gave permission 

candle before the picture of Blessed Mary Catherine 
and informed her friend “Loretta” Meyer:  “You’ve 
had your heavenly feet up for more than 24 hours; 
it’s time to get back to work.”  By noon an empty 
warehouse with two light bulbs and no water lines one 
block from the hospital was rented.

Despite the Christmas season being a wonderful time 
to share with family, the following eight days Don 
Jorge, Don Alberto (Handmaid employee since 1991), 
and all employees and various friends worked as 
painters, plumbers, electricians and furniture movers 
to make the empty space functional.

Now, without a hospital eye being vigilant, the shelter 
needed round-the-clock employees.  At present we 
have three full-time and four part-time persons.  We 
have never had to fire anyone.  We offer mission and 
philosophy but since most employees came with an 
innate faith and concern for the poor, it is easy to 
broaden/deepen their understanding of their baptismal/
Gospel call.

At times we serve thirty persons a night. Others stay 
just for a meal during an appointment in the outpatient 

clinic; some stay days, some months.  We have small 
children coming with their nursing moms who care for 
a sick family member; some recuperating patients stay 
a day or so before beginning their long journey home.

The present site is far from adequate, but there have 
been no funds with which to consider building.  The 
price of land downtown is costly.  So we now start 
a new chapter in 2006.  Three generous gifts from 
the United States have made possible a campaign 
by a dedicated group of supporters in Coatzacoalcos 
to match those funds.  Land may cost up to 50,000 
U.S. dollars which is the first step.  To build a simple 
shelter may be between 150,000 to 200,000 U.S. 
dollars. The long-promised building grant is now in 
political uncertainty, but the year is young and God 
will surely open this or other doors as he sees best.  
For, clearly, everything about the shelter is quite used 
to moving and trusting in God just as Blessed Mary 
Catherine did with far fewer coins in her pocket.

- Sister Frances Jean Gallinatti, PHJC; Edited by Sister 
Margaret Hanon, PHJC

(PHJC, continued on page 6)
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because of her enthusiasm and simplicity along with 
her obvious dedication to God.  Along with four 
companions and other friends, she built the house with 
bricks they formed with their own hands.  Eventually, 
more “little houses” were built throughout Europe and 
America where Sisters cared for the sick, the elderly 
and the orphans.

Catherine Kasper was born in 1820 in the small 
Westerwald village of Dernbach, Germany. She was 
the seventh child of Henry Kasper.  Her family worked 
hard on their farm to gain even a modest yield from the 
land.  Due to the death of Catherine’s father in 1842, 
the farm had to be sold which meant that Catherine 
worked even harder to support herself and her mother.

Though poor in earthly goods, social standing and 
formal education, Catherine Kasper was rich in 
compassion and love for the poor and sick, and she 
was alert to the needs of the day.  Guided by the 
Spirit, she built her “little house,” a center in which 
she nursed the sick of her village and in which she 
provided a home for a widow and eight orphans.  
Joined by other young women, Catherine founded the 
congregation of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
on August 15, 1851.

In 1868, at the request of Bishop Luers of the Fort 
Wayne Diocese, eight Sisters left Germany for 
America to staff the school and care for the sick 

in the Midwest began over the next several years 
with an increasing number of women entering the 
congregation.  Sisters’ ministries continued in the 
foundress’ tradition of meeting the neighborhood 
needs of the people they were called to serve.

Poor Handmaid compassion for the sick was again 
called upon in October 1881 when the Sisters were 
asked to staff the smallpox ward at Chicago’s Isolation 
Hospital.  Even though the PHJCs had taken over the 
household and nursing duties of the smallpox hospital 
at the height of the epidemic, not one of the nursing 
Sisters contracted smallpox.

Catherine Kasper served as the Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ’s Superior General from 1851 until her 
death on Candlemas Day, February 2, 1898.  She left 
followers in Europe and America ministering to God’s 
people in many ways.  Today, the Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ live in  “little houses” in India, Brazil, 
Kenya, Mexico, England, the Netherlands, Germany 
and in the United States where they continue to 
minister to the poor and powerless.  Other companions 
have joined the Poor Handmaid family through 
the Associate Partnership and the Fiat Spiritus 
Community.

On August 15, 1926, as a gift to the Poor Handmaids 
on their 75th anniversary, Bishop Augustinus Kilian 
of Limburg began Catherine Kasper’s beatification 

The first “Little House”

(PHJC, continued from page �)

Guided by the Spirit,
she built her “little house.”

in Hessen Cassel, Indiana.  An empty convent 
became their first little house.  Two months later 
they were asked to take charge of an orphanage in 
Chicago, Illinois, which was later known as Angel 
Guardian Orphanage.  In 1869 an abandoned hotel 
in Fort Wayne became St. Joseph’s Hospital, the 
congregation’s first institution that also housed the 
first American Motherhouse.

Catherine Kasper continued to send Poor Handmaids 
to America in the years that followed.  Missions 
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process.  On April 16, 1978, Pope Paul VI beatified 
Blessed Catherine Kasper at St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome.

Further information on Blessed Catherine Kasper can be 
read in “With Attentive Ear and Courageous Heart,” a 
biography of Catherine Kasper by Reverend George T. 
Meagher, C.S.C.  For more information on the history 
and development of the PHJC congregation, a unique 
set of stories by Sister Stephen Brueggeman, PHJC, 
“Building Little Houses,” is available.  These stories 
are told through the eyes of individual Sisters.  The 
book is completed by a chronology that places society, 
church and community events side by side in order 
to understand their mutual relationships.  For more 
information about the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, 
please contact Julie Dowd, PHJC Communications 
Director, at julied@poorhandmaids.org or
574-936-9936.

- Julie Dowd, Communications Director

Sisters, Associates and Fiat Spiritus Community.  The 
more we dialogue among all three groups, the deeper 
understanding we have about the uniqueness and the 
commonality of the three groups.

The recent Chicago Archdiocesan Festival of 
Faith offered another opportunity for all three 
groups to come together, take a step toward deeper 
understanding and communicate our growing 
awareness to other people.  Sisters Marybeth Martin 
(Outgoing PHJC Vocation Director), Gay Fiwek 
(PHJC Associate/Sister Partnership Director) and 
Brother Bob Overland (Fiat Spiritus Community) 
worked at how to present this “three-in-one” entity.

The first challenge came with adapting the ad from 
the last Festival of Faith to further reflect the broader 
vision of this spiritual family.  In the spirit of Catherine 
Kasper, who followed the example of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, the three groups seek to listen attentively to 
the Spirit and respond courageously in compassion.  
We wanted to incorporate those phrases with the logos 
of the three groups over a background of the past and 

(Family, continued from page �) present Poor Handmaid missions in the Chicago area.  
The PHJC Communication Office staff did a wonderful 
job pulling it all together for the ads.

The next project involved setting up a display board 
and providing materials for the booth at the Festival.  
We wanted to stress our common elements, showing 
photos of the three groups building community, 
praying, sharing ministry.  We spent a few hours 
looking through the Communication Office photos of 
the last five years.  We tried a variety of combinations 
of words and pictures.  We had a great deal of dialogue 
and some struggle in coming to the best way to 
visualize “One Spiritual Family, Three Expressions.”  
The Spirit helped us work it out after the third or fourth 
version, although we would have been glad had the 
Spirit figured it out sooner than that!

The phrases:  “Envisioning a Future Together, 
Gathering Together for Prayer and Celebration, 
Finding Ways of Building Community, Empowering 
Others Because we are Empowered by the Spirit, 
Responding to the Needs of the Poor” linked the 

(Family, continued on next page)

62nd  Annual

Sunday, September 10, 2006
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

PHJC Ministry Center – Donaldson, IN
(7 miles west of Plymouth and 2 miles south of U.S. 30)

Homemade Foods • Craft Booths
Children’s Games • Bingo

a BIG RafflE for:
Handmade Quilts • afghans • Prizes Galore!

Mark your calendars now!

Booth spaces available.
for more information, please call (574) 936–9936
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Trafficking of Women
We find ourselves living in a global world that daily 
faces numerous humanitarian crises such as tsunamis, 
hurricanes and earthquakes.  Another humanitarian 
crisis is the yearly trafficking across the globe of 
600,000 to 800,000 human beings regarded by their 
traffickers as commodities, more lucrative than drugs.1

A convicted trafficker stated that “Once a drug is sold, 
it is gone, but a girl can be sold over and over before 
she collapses, has gone mad, committed suicide or 
died of disease.”2  Take, for example, the journey of 
Sylvia, a 17 year-old Nigerian who was offered a 
chance to study in Europe.  She agreed to pay her own 
travel expenses to Italy and passed through Hungary 
and Austria before reaching her destination.  There 

she was sold for $10,000 to a Madam and was forced 
into prostitution for a year and a half.  Apprehended 
by Italian police, she was deported back to Nigeria, 
but was found by her agent who threatened to kill her 
and her family if she did not repay her debt.  Since she 
saw returning to Europe as the only way to meet her 
agent’s demands, she was re-trafficked.  At present, an 
estimated 20,000 Nigerian women and children have 
been trafficked to Italy.

Another incredibly sordid activity, an organ-
trafficking scheme, was uncovered by women 
religious missionaries in the East African country of 
Mozambique.  The Sisters learned about the trade 
because their convent is located between the property 

photos of groups of Sisters, Associates and Fiat 
Spiritus Community members together.  The first 
panel of the display board included our inspiration 
of Mary and Catherine Kasper, the logos and brief 
descriptions of the three groups.  With our ads, 
display board, fact sheets of “three expressions,” other 
materials and PHJC volunteers, we were ready for the 
encounter with 8,000 Chicago Catholics.

Other PHJC Sisters who joined the three-member 
planning team at the display booth throughout the 
Festival were Sisters Katie Bobber, Christine Styka, 
Michelle Dermody, Yolanda Bautista, Kathy Haas, 
Michele Dvorak and Annemarie Kampwerth.  The 
latter two had even more involvement as volunteers 
for the overall Festival.  Part of the music CD (No Gift 
Too Small) choir sang for the participants, providing 

a joyful atmosphere during Saturday’s registration 
of the Festival.  It also resulted in the sale of some 
CD/Books.

Through all the efforts, some of the most important 
accomplishments of the three-day event were the 
conversations about these three expressions in one 
spiritual family.  These conversations took place with 
each other, people who have met Poor Handmaids 
along the way, those who never heard of Catherine 
Kasper or her spiritual family, co-workers who 
minister with us today, the young and the older, other 
religious congregations and groups within the Church.  
The conversation began in the 19th century between 
Catherine Kasper and both single and married men 
and women of her day.  We are bound to Catherine and 
to God’s Spirit as we stay in the conversation today.  
As the dialogue grows, so will the understanding and 
the expression of that understanding.  For today, we 
celebrate that the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, 
the PHJC Associate Partners and the Fiat Spiritus 
Community are growing into one spiritual family with 
three expressions.

- Sister Marybeth Martin, PHJC; Gay Fiwek; and Brother 
Bob Overland, FS

(Family, continued from page �)

Left: The ad that appeared in the Festival of Faith 
program

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=96&Itemid=82
http://www.poorhandmaids.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=96&Itemid=82
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of a white couple where the victims were taken, and 
the airport from which the organs were flown out at 
night.  One potential victim fled from the house and 
sought refuge in the convent.  He described what he 
had seen, and what his captors said would also happen 
to him and to other children locked in the house.  Also, 
the nuns stated that a young girl who was hitchhiking 
was picked up, and the driver, through conversation 
with her, concluded that she was healthy.  He then 
slowed down and turned onto a road full of potholes.  
The girl saw her chance, jumped out of the car and 
raced to a nearby house—the nuns’ convent.

One of the religious, Sister Elida, investigated and 
taped a video of what she had found:  a corpse that had 
eyes, heart and kidneys removed.  When authorities 
were notified, they took no action because all were 
involved in the cruel scheme.  Even after Sister Elida 
traveled over a thousand miles to get legal action, only 
the Not-for-Profit League for Human Rights helped 
her get a hearing from Madiera, the attorney general of 
the republic.3

Though the examples above occurred in Africa, the 
problem is universal; trafficking goes on also in our 
own country.  Victims of trafficking in the United 
States enter from many countries and have been found 

in a variety of cities across the United States.  To 
combat the evil of trafficking, President Bush signed 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act in 2000, and 
in 2003 re-authorized it by signing the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Re-authorization Act.  Yet, the 
traffickers are so well organized, they continue to 
operate undetected.

What makes trafficking such an attractive business?  
Is it not the demand for prostitution that leads to 
the sexual exploitation of women and girls?  When 
Sweden made prostitution a crime, the result was an 
80% reduction in prostitution.  Sweden thereby broke 
a link in the global sex industry chain and set an 
important example for government action worldwide.  
May a thousand more links be broken.

- Sister Margaret Hanon, PHJC

Sources:
1 America, 1/30/06, p.19 by Mary Ellen Dougherty, SSND.
2 8th Day Centerings Vol. XXX No.1, Fall 2004, p.10
3 Anti-Human Trafficking Newsletter.
  See web site www.captivedaughters.org

In Memory of our Associates
On December 9, 2005, 
Associate Vione (Vi) Kelly 
passed away in the Catherine 
Kasper Life Center.  Among 
her survivors are three sisters:  
Mrs. Catherine Flood; and 
two Poor Handmaid Sisters, 
Sisters Margaret Hanon 
and Mary Boby.  Vi and her 
husband, now deceased, 

had six children.  They raised their family in Griffith, 
Indiana, and then Vi moved to Maria Center after 
her husband died.  Along with raising her family, Vi 
taught high school Latin and English for 39 years.  
Vione became an Associate in 1984.  Among her many 
contributions as an Associate, she served for two years 
on the Associate/Sister Advisory Board in 1989 and 
1990.  Vione was 90 years old.  May she rest in peace.

On December 27, 2005, 
Quincy Associate Harold 
Stark passed away following 
a brief illness.  He became an 
Associate in 1991.  Harold 
served on the Associate/Sister 
Advisory Board for two years 
in 1995–1996.  Harold’s 
surviving family include four 
sons and a daughter, eleven 

grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren, several 
nieces, nephews and cousins.  Harold was 76 years 
old.  His mass of Christian Burial was at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Quincy.

- Gayle Fiwek, Associate/Sister Partnership Director
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We Love Getting Mail
Our readers are important to us.  We welcome your comments and suggestions 
about Word Gathering.  If you would like to contact us, please send your thoughts to:

Word Gathering, 
P.O. Box 1,  Donaldson, IN  46513 

or e-mail them to:
julied@poorhandmaids.org

In Memory of our Sisters
Sister Maureen Freihage, 
PHJC passed way on 
November 11, 2005 at the 
Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana.  She 
was born Irene Freihage to 
Peter and Angeline Freihage 
on September 3, 1906 in 
Chicago.  She entered the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus 

Christ community and professed her first vows on June 
25, 1942.  Sister Maureen ministered in administration 
at various hospitals in Illinois, Wisconsin and Indiana 
beginning in 1941.  She also served as Local Leader of 
Convent Ancilla Domini and as Provincial Secretary 
before retiring to the Catherine Kasper Home in 1987.  
May she rest in peace!

Sister Marien Plotzke, 
PHJC passed away on 
February 3, 2006 at the 
Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana.  She 
was born Ottilia Plotzke to 
Joseph and Maria Plotzke in 
Hammond, Indiana on May 3, 
1913.  She entered the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ 

community and professed her first vows on June 25, 
1934.  Sister Marien began her ministry as a teacher in 
1934 at St. Boniface School in Germantown, Illinois.  
From there she served in various hospital business 
offices in Indiana and Illinois, as well as served as 
the Poor Handmaid Treasurer and as Local Leader of 
Convent Ancilla Domini.  After serving as a hostess 
at Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center, Sister 
Marien retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 1993.  
Sister Marien continued to serve after retirement for 

over 10 years.  She was the proofreader for the PHJC 
Communications Office.  May she rest in peace!

Sister Ethel Yuha, PHJC 
passed away on December 13, 
2005 at the Catherine Kasper 
Home, Donaldson, Indiana.  
She was born Helen Yuha to 
Michael and Magdalen Yuha 
on March 24, 1916 in Gary, 
Indiana.  She entered the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
community and professed her 

first vows on June 25, 1936.  Sister Ethel ministered 
for 57 years as a teacher, principal or librarian at 
several schools in Indiana and Illinois.  She retired 
to the Catherine Kasper Home in 2001, after serving 
as a volunteer librarian in the Avita Library at the 
Motherhouse in Donaldson.  May she rest in peace!

Sister Stella Quitmeyer, 
PHJC, passed away on 
March 4, 2006 at the 
Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana.  She was 
born Mary Louise Quitmeyer 
to Joseph and Ida Quitmeyer 
on August 15, 1927 in 
Trenton, Illinois.  Sister Stella 
entered the Poor Handmaids 

of Jesus Christ community and professed her first 
vows on June 26, 1948.  For 22 years she ministered 
at Angel Guardian Orphanage, Chicago and St. John’s 
Orphanage, Belleville, Illinois.  She also served in 
various positions at St. Anne’s Hospital, Chicago and 
at Meredith Home, Belleville as Program Director.  
Sister Stella retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 
1993.  May she rest in peace!
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Wicks Pipe Organ Installed In CKH Chapel

A Wicks Pipe 
Organ has been installed in 

the Catherine Kasper Home, PHJC Ministry 
Center, Donaldson, IN.  Daniel Bogue of 
Bogue Organs, Downers Grove, Illinois, 
configured and installed the organ.  The organ was 
purchased from St. Mary’s Hospital, Streator, Illinois.  
It was designed and built for St. Mary’s Hospital 
Chapel by the Wicks Organ Company, Highland, 
Illinois and was installed in 1964.

When the electronic organ at CKH chapel became 
unreliable, we began to seek a quality used pipe organ.  
In the spring of 2004, Daniel Bogue of Bogue Organs 
advised that a Wicks pipe organ was available for sale 
in Streator.  (Daniel Bogue rebuilt the Van Dinter organ 
located in the Ancilla Domini Chapel in 1997 and also 
maintains it.)  After viewing and hearing the organ at St. 
Mary’s, Provincial Leadership then submitted a bid.  A 
few weeks later, we were informed that St. Mary’s had 
accepted our bid for the pipe organ.

In late fall of 2004, Daniel Bogue removed the organ 
from the chapel at St. Mary’s and brought it to his 
shop in Downers Grove.  It was thoroughly cleaned, 
re-voiced and configured to fit the environment of the
CKH Chapel.  A new rank of 8 foot principal pipes 

was added, a foundation rank that will give 
added versatility.  This rank is exposed and sits 
on chests especially built to visually enhance 
the beauty of the chapel and sanctuary area.

The organ consists of 15 ranks.  There is a separate pipe 
for each key in every tone color.  The pipes are arranged 
in rows or “ranks” according to these tone colors.

A Dedication Service was held November 13, 2005 
in the CKH Chapel.  Ancilla Domini Choir and the 
Kasper Home Choir joined by choir members from 
the community sang for the service.  Organ music was 
presented by Mary Lou McCarthy, PHJC Liturgist/
Organist and guest, Beth Flynn, Organist, St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, Crown Point, Indiana.

The Sisters of St. Francis, who previously owned 
the organ, called it the Te Deum Organ, (In Praise of 
God).  The Te Deum Organ lives on in the Kasper 
Home Chapel.  It will continue to be an instrument 
of praise for the glory of God, and a source of joy 
and inspiration to the Sisters, residents and visitors of 
CKH for many years to come.

- Mary Lou McCarthy, Liturgist/Organist

Catherine Kasper Home
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Who We Are—Netherlands
Editors note:  The following article is by Sister Jophy of the Indian Province who is ministering to the Tamils, 
indigenous to Southern India and Ceylon having their own language, and living as refugees in the Netherlands.

Like many religious 
congregations in the 
Netherlands, we strive to 
contribute to the necessary 
social and cultural changes 
in society.  Some individuals, 
communities and cultures 
are being humiliated.  We 
PHJCs must work to root 
out behaviors, structures and 
mechanisms that humiliate any 
segment of society.  We aim to 
uphold the dignity of all human 

beings, young and old, indigenous, rich and poor.

Dr. Berma Klein Goldewijk, director of CEDAR 
International and speaker at the World Forum on 
Human Rights in Nantes, France on May 16–19, 2004, 
recognized that there are, above all, three values that 
human beings cultivate:  freedom, tolerance, human 
rights.  What is the meaning of these three elements?

Each of these values is open to a variety of 
interpretations.  Generally, freedom is viewed as being 
let alone, free from interference.  I think that one of 
the most fundamental challenges for us as PHJCs is to 
show that true freedom is found in belonging to God, 
to each other and to other people.

Tolerance, on the other hand, is acceptance of 
differences rather than demanding similarity and 

uniformity.  Consequently we purposefully form 
communities in which Sisters honor and respect each 
one’s uniqueness.  We accept diversity in personalities, 
lifestyles, customs and 
political preferences.

The third value, human 
rights, must be a 
universal value; it is 
not a private affair, for 
justice demands that all 
human beings have a 
right to universal well-
being.  In cultures where 
the dignity of persons is 
violated, those offended 
react aggressively, often 
inflicting violence on 
those responsible for not 
respecting them.

In the Netherlands, we PHJCs try to uphold the dignity 
of all people.  All of us human beings are God’s 
children, created in his image and likeness.

- Sister Jophy Amalraj, PHJC; Edited by Sister Margaret 
 Hanon, PHJC

Sister Jophy 
Amalraj is a 
Poor Handmaid 
ministering in the 
Netherlands

The Netherlands 
community of Poor 
Handmaids


